Joseph D. "Jay" Kelley Jr.
October 18, 1943 - August 1, 2019

Jay Kelley was born October 18, 1943 in Caraway, Arkansas to Mammie Ruth and Dolton
Kelley. He passed away August 1, 2019 at the Arkansas Heart Hospital in Little Rock
surrounded by his family. He was the oldest of seven children.
Jay was preceded in death by his parents; his sister, Shirley and her husband Les; his
brother-in-law, Johnny Barlow; his sister-in-law, Sue Kelley; and his uncle, Clyde Kelley.
He is survived by his loving wife, Pat of Benton, Arkansas; son, Jay P; two grandsons:
Caleb and Sam; the mother of his grandsons, Deb; brother-in-law, Phillip Brown and his
wife Joyce of Wynne, Arkansas; three brothers: Gary Kelley and his wife Charlene and
Morris Kelley and his wife Dianne, both of Marion, Arkansas and Jim Kelley of Southaven,
Mississippi; two sisters: Patsy Foster and her husband Glen and Carol Barlow of Marion,
Arkansas; nieces: Cara Evans and husband Bryan and their son, Ethan of West Memphis,
Arkansas, Kaye Cuzzort of Palestine, Arkansas, and Kristi Beck and her husband Robert
of Marion, Arkansas; nephews: Ray Kelley of West Memphis, Arkansas and Keith
Chrestman of California; and many family members and friends who love Jay and will
miss him always.
Jay graduated from Arkansas State University. He was past master of Benton Masonic
Lodge #34 and served his country in Vietnam. He worked for Union Carbide Corporation
and J.M. Huber Corporation as plant manager. After retirement from Huber, he went to
work for Cal Ark Trucking, which he said was the “best job he ever had”.
Jay was a devoted grandfather to Caleb and Sam. He was an avid golfer. Jay traveled a
lot and “took Pat wherever she wanted to go.”
Per Jay’s request, there will be a private family burial at a later date.
The family would like to express their gratitude and much appreciation to the nurses and
doctors at Arkansas Heart Hospital for the wonderful care they gave Jay during his short
illness.
Visitation will be held from 5:00-7:00 PM, Monday, August 5, at Smith-Benton Funeral
Home, 322 N. Market Street, Benton, Arkansas.
Services entrusted to Smith-Benton Funeral Home. Online guestbook:
www.SmithFamilyCares.com.
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Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Smith - Benton Funeral Home
322 N. Market St., Benton, AR, US, 72015

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Smith - Benton Funeral Home - August 02 at 05:53 PM

“

I think this is a wonderful video of Jay and his family. He was a good person. He loved Pat
his wife completely. Good Bye Jay will see you again one of these days.
Linda Harris - August 15 at 01:35 AM

“

Linda Harris lit a candle in memory of Joseph D. "Jay" Kelley Jr.

Linda Harris - August 14 at 09:56 PM

“

I am so sorry Pat. I just found out today 8-14-19. I loved Jay as Shirley and Jim. We
grew up together on plantation. Lots of good memories. I know you are grieving now
and I want you to know I will be praying for you and your family. Linda Harris

Linda Harris - August 14 at 09:39 PM

“

What a great man. He always spoke so highly of his family. Especially those
grandsons. He was such a dependable co-worker. We all loved and respected him at
Calark. Ms Pat he knew how lucky he was for having you as his wife. My thoughts
and prayers for the family.
Deronda

Deronda Wofford - August 07 at 08:12 AM

“

Jay was one of a kind to me. I believe God sends you people for reasons and
seasons. Jay was one of my best friends for the 8 yrs I was blessed to work with him
at CalArk. He always had a HUGE smile and lots of stories to share of his Grandsons
, his bride Pat, and all his family. He just beamed with love for them all. He always
made me smile and was a true friend. I will forever cherish the memories I have of
him. Until we meet again my friend, love Heaven

Heaven Porter - August 05 at 06:10 PM

“

Jay was one of a kind we all loved him. I still laugh when I think of him making eggs
and
instead of using Pam Spray, he used Lemon Pledge !!!!! He was so proud of his wife
and family and loved his grandsons. You will be missed sweet Jay.
Angela DeFoe
CalArk Family
.

Angela DeFoe - August 05 at 04:33 PM

“

Kathy Jackson lit a candle in memory of Joseph D. "Jay" Kelley Jr.

Kathy Jackson - August 05 at 03:42 PM

“

Jay was a fellow worker and friend that I met at CALARK. He was friendly and a
valuable asset to the company. Special prayers to his family as they mourn the loss
of their loved one.
Dennis Hilton

Dennis Hilton - August 05 at 12:22 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with the Kelley family. Jay was the most dependable
person I think I ever knew. Your Cal Ark family has lost one of it’s best. Rest In Peace
sweet Jay!

Marsha “Moomie” Brown Gattin - August 05 at 10:17 AM

“

Mrs Pat, it's been a lot of years since you taught at Hughes High school; however I
still have wonderful memories of you in class and especially how Happy you were
when J.D. came home from Nam. God bless you and comfort you with your loss. My
prayers for you and your family. I have been fortunate to have known many of the
Kelley's through the years. Layne Dunlap

Bryan Layne Dunlap - August 04 at 10:53 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Joseph D. "Jay" Kelley Jr..

August 04 at 09:36 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Jay's passing. Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family.
Such a nice guy. He will be missed by many.
Donna & Tim Murray

Donna Murray - August 04 at 08:57 AM

“

Teresa & Rusty Keesee purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the family of Joseph
D. "Jay" Kelley Jr..

Teresa & Rusty Keesee - August 03 at 04:11 PM

“

Mrs. Pat we are praying for you and love you very much. So sorry to hear of the loss
of Jay. We will miss seeing him around Brownwood! He always was happy being with
you and going fun places! Prayers for you all at this time.

Kathy Tolbert and Linda Westbrook - August 03 at 09:57 AM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Joseph D. "Jay" Kelley Jr..

August 02 at 08:47 PM

“

51 files added to the album LifeTributes

Smith - Benton Funeral Home - August 02 at 05:48 PM

“

Chuck and Kim McAllister and Taylor Anderson purchased the Serene Retreat for the
family of Joseph D. "Jay" Kelley Jr..

Chuck and Kim McAllister and Taylor Anderson - August 02 at 04:41 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Joseph D. "Jay" Kelley Jr..

August 02 at 02:35 PM

