Stella "Ronnie" Higdon
April 9, 1948 - December 15, 2019

Stella “Ronnie” Higdon, 71, passed away December 15, 2019. She was born April 9, 1948
in Ferriday, Louisiana to Denise (Ellis) Letlow and the late Fred Waltman.
Ronnie worked for over twenty-nine years with the Rose Law Firm as a legal assistant.
She was a proud member of the “Gridiron” production with Arkansas Bar Association
since 1992. Ronnie was an active member of Sylvan Hills Community Church in
Sherwood where she was involved in the Mary Martha group. Ronnie was a devoted
grandmother and great-grandmother and attended all of their events. She enjoyed
dancing in the Bop Club and was a talented seamstress who won many awards for her
beautiful clothes. She loved searching for four-leaf clovers and had several in her Bible.
Ronnie also enjoyed traveling with her best friend, Freida. Ronnie was loyal and truthful
and could keep a secret better than anyone. She had a servant’s heart and loved her
family more than anything. Ronnie was an absolutely, remarkable, shining example of a
human being.
Preceding Ronnie in death are her father, Fred Waltman and her brother, Fred Waltman,
Jr.
She leaves behind to cherish her memory her son, Creg Higdon (Tana) of Monroe,
Louisiana; daughter, Dawn Bailey (Brad) of Benton, Arkansas; four bonus children:
TiaJuana Thompson, Tammy Higdon, Cody Higdon, and Joe Higdon and their families;
grandchildren: Kelsi White (Mark), Kendyl Hammons (Caleb), Molly Higdon, Lauren
Bolding (Hayden), Brooke Mobley (Joey), Abby Bailey, Chase Bailey, and Cody Bailey;
great-grandchildren: Auldyn White, Joshua Hammons, Jonah Hammons, Hannah
Hammons, Stella Bolding, Charlotte Bolding, and Colt Mobley; mother, Denise Letlow; two
sisters: Judy Falkoff and Cynthia Kelly; dearest friend, Freida White; and many family
members and friends who love Ronnie and will miss her always.
Visitation will be held 1:00-2:00 PM, Thursday, December 19, at Smith-Benton Funeral
Home, 322 N. Market Street, Benton, Arkansas. Funeral service, officiated by Bro. Tim
McMinn, will follow at 2:00 PM.
Memorials may be made to Sylvan Hills Community Church Crisis Corner.
Services by Smith-Benton Funeral Home www.SmithFamilyCares.com.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Smith - Benton Funeral Home - December 18, 2019 at 10:12 AM

“

We’re so grateful to have gotten to know Ronnie in Gridiron 2016! Rest in love and
peace, sweet lady.
Drew Jansen and Jimmy Martin

Drew Jansen - December 23, 2019 at 11:19 AM

“

Ronnie was the lady who kept the Bop Club membership registry and the writer of
the Bop Club newsletter before she turned those over to me. We have lost a dear
sweet lady.

Tommy and Emily Roberts - December 18, 2019 at 03:21 PM

“

Ronnie was a true friend in every since of the word. She was always willing to help
you with anything. She had such a giving spirit. I know she is dancing in heaven and
smiling that beautiful smile, just like this picture. I first met her at church and then
when a position came open at Rose Law Firm, she told me about it. I was thrilled
when I got the job and that I got to spend more time with her and shared our lunch
hour together. She was always filling me in on her kids, grandkids and greatgrandkids. Her family was her pride and joy. At church we were normally cleaning up
after meals and washing dishes, We both said when we get to heaven, that we know
what our job will be in heaven, to wash dishes. Ronnie, you can go ahead and get a
start on them, I will catch up with you later. Until we meet again my dear friend. I love
you and miss you. You will be missed by so many people!
Terri Thomas

Terri Thomas - December 17, 2019 at 05:14 PM

“

I met Ronnie in 1989 when she started at Rose Law Firm as a legal assistant and I
was a new lawyer. We developed a friendship that lasted 30 years. Even after I left
Rose, Ronnie and I got together often to talk and have lunch. She was a beautiful
person, a wonderful Christian, and a great listener. She was so proud of her children,
grandchildren, and great grandchildren. She supported me through many things and
I admired her strength and positive attitude as she faced her own battles. I will miss
my sweet friend. She was one of a kind.

Pat Hays - December 17, 2019 at 01:12 PM

“

The obituary says it well; Ronnie was truly an awesome example of what a human
should be. Ronnie was thoughtful, fun, energetic, and loved to participate without
seeking recognition. We enjoyed so many good times and helped each other during
challenging times at work. She befriended my mother and was like family to us. We
are forever better because we knew her.
Brian Rosenthal
Rose Law Firm and Gridiron spouse

Brian Rosenthal - December 17, 2019 at 12:45 PM

“

I first met Ronnie after I moved to Little Rock from Clinton, Iowa and was also a legal
assistant at Rose Law Office. The first week I was there she befriended me and we
hit it off from the start. We shared many memories, i.e. walking, bike riding, lunches,
shopping, and the lives of our children. I can remember helping getting her house
ready to sell so she could purchase a new one. She got me involved with her church.
She was always there to listen to my struggles in moving to a new area and being
away from my children. Her heart was always kind and she never had a bad word to
say against anyone. I have been back to Iowa for 15 years this December and we
have stayed in touch, although not as much as what I wish. My heart goes out to all
her children and family. I can remember her sharing stores of Dawn when her girls
were just babies, and Craig when he got a new job. May Ronnie rest in peace and
we will share our lives once again I know. Marlene Johnson

Marlene Johnsonh - December 17, 2019 at 11:20 AM

